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decades of ecumenical deliberation, understanding, practice, and advocacy, 
assisting churches to make progress toward greater unity for peace. 
Today we are joining you in your ongoing pursuit of lasting peace at a time 
when the world is gripped with geopolitical tensions, 
retrogression on commitment to democracy, growing militarization, 
and polarization of communities and the world.” 


International Conference for Reconciliation 


“Could Colombia’s peace process be 
an inspiration to the rest of the world?” 


“It is the commitment to lasting peace and justice in the world that has informed 


| Inrespectfulmemory ___) 


The International Conference for 
Reconciliation was held at Bogota in 
Colombia on 9 August 2023. 


The keynote address was delivered 
by Rev. Dr. Kenneth Mtata, World Council 
of Churches (WCC) Programme Director 
for Public Witness and Diakonia, on the 
theme “Ecumenical Experiences and 
Learnings in the Construction of 
Peace.” 


Excerpts from the keynote address: 


The World Council of Churches was 
born at a time when the world was 
struggling with violent conflict and wars, 
especially in Europe. The question for 
the churches was, “How can we claim 
Christian unity when we are killing, 
oppressing and hurting each other?” The 
pursuit of unity for the churches became 
by extension, a quest for unity for all 
humanity. The ultimate witness of such 
peace was going to manifest itself in just 
and peaceful relationships among 
people. With time, such peace and 
justice would extend to human beings’ 
relationship with their environment. 
Today, the World Council of Churches 
seeks to reiterate the ecumenical 
movement’s commitment to peace and 
justice in the world. 


It is this commitment to lasting peace 
and justice in the world that has informed 
decades of ecumenical deliberation, 
understanding, practice, and advocacy, 
assisting churches to make progress 
toward greater unity for peace. 


Some of you will be aware of the 
WCC’s work of accompaniment in Israel- 
Palestine, search for inclusive citizenship 
in Egypt, Syria and Iraq, ecumenical efforts 
for peace, reconciliation and reunification 
of the divided South and North Korean 
people. You will be aware of the 
fellowship’s current efforts to bring 
together Russia and Ukrainian Christians 
to explore possibilities for Christians to 
seek peace not according to the standards 
of this world — ‘peace not as the world 
gives’. 

It is the same spirit that has guided 
the WCC’s accompaniment of the peace 
process in Colombia for more than two 
decades now. Today, we are joining you 
in your ongoing pursuit of lasting peace 
at a time when the world is gripped with 
geopolitical tensions, retrogression on 
commitment to democracy, growing 
militarization, and polarization of 
communities and the world. This puts the 


Rev. Dr. Kenneth Mtata, WCC programme director for Public Witness and 
Diakonia, reflects on ecumenical experiences in construction of peace at the 
International Conference for Reconciliation. Photo: Marcelo Schneider/WCC 


peace process in Colombia in special light, not because 
you have overcome all the obstacles to peace, but because 
you have decided to confront them and address them. 

What is the message of the WCC on this occasion of 
your journey towards a “total peace”, as President Gustavo 
Petro, has named it? 

The message of the WCC is to do three things. 
First, to remind you of how violent conflict retards 
comprehensive human flourishing. 

Second, that the right kind of peace, is bigger than 
partisan politics and needs to be embraced by all. 
Third, that the Colombia peace process may be a catalyst 


for peace to our troubled world. 
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Agenda for just digital future 


» WACC project partners from 17 countries in Asia, Africa, and the Middle 
East have outlined a vision for a process of digital transformation 
rooted in justice and focused on the common good as the international 
community moves towards the 20-year review of the World Summit for ¢ 


!WACC 


communication for all 


the Information Society (WSIS +20) in 2025. 


Participants representing 
22 WACC (World Association for 
Christian Communication) partner 
organizations and members of local civil 
society organizations created a global 
digital justice agenda during a learning, 
exchange, and networking consultation 
on communication rights in Nairobi, 
Kenya, from 1 to 3 August. Co-organizer 
was WACC Africa. 


. Fundamentalism — 
&> A few words 
’ about fundamentalist 
Christianity in India 


@ Do we also ‘go for fishing’? 
y Praise For The Thorns 


Dr. Preman Niles passes away 


“Digital justice is the redress of harms 
to individuals and groups resulting from 
human rights violations on, and through, 
the Internet,” participants state in “A Digital 
Rights and Digital Justice Advocacy and 
Action Agenda,” a visionary statement from 
the consultation. 


Y 


_ Contemporary Global 
& Political Economy - 2 
y Every sphere of human activity 
is being subjected to 
global capital 


\ International Conference 
’ for Reconciliation 


? Chad receives 
~ 2,000 new Sudanese refugees 
every day 


In the Agenda, the participants 
articulate a catalogue of essential digital 
communication rights — including the 
right to be forgotten, to freedom of 
expression online, and not to be subjected 
to fake news, disinformation, and 
misinformation — while stressing that 
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Federalism ‘fabricated’ 
forces the nation to be feeble 


The founding fathers of the Constitution of India 
envisaged India as a Union of States and co-operative 
federalism as the strategy for the development of the nation. 
They were convinced that adequate power and resources 
for the States would be necessary for a balanced growth of 
the nation and that subordination of the States under a ‘ruling’ 
Centre would cripple development and political freedom. 
However, their vision about a federal system of governance 
is being jeopardised by the policy of the Union Government 
encroaching on the resources and the powers of the States. 


As the State Governments are nearer to the people, the 
Constitution entrusted more responsibilities like agriculture, 
health-care, roads, social welfare to the States. Later, the 
Centre transferred education from the concurrent list to the 
States. Compared to the responsibilities, States are allowed 
less powers for taxation. However, to rectify this imbalance 
and to bridge economic disparity among the States, the 
Constitution provided power to raise more revenue, to the 
Centre with the condition that 85% of the central taxes should 
be distributed to the States on the basis of a set of criteria. In 
order to decide the criteria for the sharing of the central taxes 
to the States, the Constitution provided for the appointment 
of an independent Finance Commission (FC), every five 
years, by the President of India. 


Despite being independent, successive governments at 
the Centre have been influencing the FCs to decide the 
criteria for distribution, to provide more funds to those States 
favoured by the Centre and less to the others. The States 
have been receiving only around 65% of the central funds 
through this route. Distribution of funds for the central projects 
to the States, has been another mechanism to promote 
co-operative federalism. These transfers, not regulated by 
the Constitution, have been carried out according to the likes 
and dislikes of the Union Government. Although the 
distribution of 85% of the central taxes to the States is a 
statutory obligation of the Union Government, the practice 
referred to above, made the people to believe that this was 
‘the Centre’s benevolent assistance’ to the States. The 
policy of transferring Central Funds through the two routes, 
referred to above, has been burying the principles of 
co-operative federalism and making the States financially 
weak. Further, this situation that persuades the people to 
cast their votes in favour of the party that is in power at the 
Centre to receive more central funds, has crippled their 
political freedom. 


Apart from this, recently, the interference of the Governors 
in the day-to-day functioning of the State Governments not 
favoured by the Centre, has been disempowering the States. 
This situation has forced many State Governments to 
approach the Supreme Court. Passing of legislations to 
cripple the powers of the Delhi Government has made this 
policy conspicuous. These policies that make the States 
weak, not only destroy co-operative federalism, but also 
make the nation weak. Those who impose this policy forget 
the fact that the real foundation of the strength of the nation is 
on strong States, and an excessively Centralised Government 
with weak States would make the nation weaker. 


Thought for the Fortnight 


“One of the primary recommendations of federalism 
from the pont of view of democratic theory, 
is its ability to protect against 
the potential tyranny of a majority, 
especially the challenges 
represented by a populist leader.” 
— Louise Tillin 
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ongoing developments mean 
that the listing is not exhaustive. 


“This Agenda _ identifies . 
priority justice issues in digital 


technology ecosystem and offers sd 


an opportunity to channel our 
efforts as communication rights 
advocates towards WSIS +20,” 
notes Sarah Macharia, WACC 
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Participants in the WACC Programme 


Gender and Communication 
program manager. 


“It can be further developed 
by the broader WACC network to 
secure and protect human rights 
of everyone — and especially 
those of marginalized and 
vulnerable people — on digital 
platforms,” she adds. 


A just, rights-based digital transformation 


The Agenda calls for WSIS +20 to commit to a digital 
transformation that ensures inclusion, awareness of digital rights, 
equality and gender sensitivity, respect for diversity, informed 
consent, and an adaptable digital sphere that responds to 
community needs. 

In a just digital transformation, “the internet is recognized as a 
public good, and essential for the enjoyment of human rights,” the 
participants underline. “All people should be able to safely, securely, 
and reliably access digital public goods.” 


A Digital Rights & Digital Justice 
Advocacy and Action Agenda 
Towards WSIS+20 


Digital communication rights include the right to access the Internet, the right to not have internet 
shutdowns, the right to freedom of expression and association online, the right to online privacy 
and data protection, the right to cyber-security, the right to be forgotten, the right to net neutrality, 
the right to network equality and non-discrimination, and the right not to be a victim of 
an automated decision. The range of digital rights continues to expand as technology advances 


Digital justice is the redress of harms to individuals and groups 


and awareness of rights violations grows. 


resulting from human rights violations on, and through, the Internet. 


A. At the 20-year review of the World Summit 
for the Information Society (WSIS) in 2025, 
we want to see commitment to 
a digital transformation that ensures: 


i. Everyone can feel included and can access 
and contribute to relevant Internet content in their 
own language. 


ii. Everyone knows their digital rights. 


iii. The Internet, its technologies, the global 
digital architecture, and all elements of local and 
global tech ecosystems are gender sensitive, 
inclusive, and empowering for all people 
regardless of any form of difference. 


iv. All barriers to equality and empowerment in 
the digital sphere are eliminated. 


v. The digital sphere is equal and empowering 
for all, without distinction. 


vi. Respect for the diversity of cultures and 
values in all societies 


vii. The digital technologies complement rather 
than replace non-digital forms of communication, 
service delivery, and welfare delivery. 


viii. The internet is recognized as a public good, 
and essential for the enjoyment of human rights. 
All people should be able to safely, securely, and 
reliably access digital public goods. 


ix. The digital sphere is flexible, dynamic, and 
adaptable. 


x. The digital sphere is responsive to the 
diversity of needs of communities. 


xi. Informed consent is standard across all 
digital platforms. 


xii. People’s access to public data in an 
accessible format 


xiii. Better grievance redressal institutions 


xiv. Education system and curriculum that is 
responsive to the advancement in digital and 
technology space and one that enhances closing 
the digital gap with a gender lens in the teachers. 


B. We want the process of digital 
transformation to recognize and create room 
for participation of the multiple stakeholders, 

including: 

1. The State, its policy makers, regulators, and 
administrators 

2. Academia, technology experts, tech 
institutions 

3. Civil society organizations (CSOs) and actors: 
including organizations whose work is not primarily 
in tech, grassroots groups, faith-based CSOs, and 
human rights defenders 
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Fundamentalism 


A few words 


about fundamentalist Christianity in India 


[Third and concluding part of 
excerpts from the paper 
‘Fundamentalism - The Indian 
Experience’ published in the 
Report titled ‘Crisis of 
Secularism in India’ of the 
National Consultation on Crisis 
of Secularism in_ India, 
organized by the National 
Council of YMCAs of India in 
Bombay from 10 to 12 June 
1993.] 


First of all, fundamentalist 
Christianity is seen as a product 
of the West, especially 
America. Critiques consider it 
as a mechanism by the 
capitalist West to counter 
communism and to create a 
mind-set for a conservative 
ideology. Gnana Robinson is of 
the opinion that since 
fundamentalists are those who 
find safety and comfort in the 
status quo and vehemently 
oppose any move that questions 
it or attempts to change it, it 
poses a great threat to the 
aspirations of the poor. 


Gnana Robinson is nearer 
the truth when he says that this 
brand of Christianity is happily 
accepted by mary Christians in 
India because it offers them an 
arm-chair Christianity involving 
no risks and dirtying of hands. “It 
does not distrub their conscience 
as in the case of the liberation 
theologies, instead, it assures 
them abundant blessing in this 
world and eternal bliss in the 
world to come. Popular 
preachers exploit this trend in the 
spiritual market and make their 
maximum gain out of it. Simple, 
gullible Christians, who 
constitute the majority 
membership of the churches fail 
to read the signs of the time, and 
become vulnerable before these 
spiritual traders. The churches, 
thus, especially, gradually lose 
their relevance in the world”. 
This is a social reality in South 
India. 


Another area which is 
flourishing in India is healing 
crusades. This is mainly 
because of the conditions of 
poverty, sickness, ill health and 
hopelessness among. the 
majority of the people. The 
people look for easy solutions to 
their physical problems. To one 
of the healing ministry groups, 
which has attracted a large 
number of followers in South 
India, a group of theologiars from 
the Tamilnadu Theological 
Seminary in Madurai addressed 
a letter. Some portion of the letter 
dated 9-1-1989 attracts our 
attention here. 


“The quick success and 
effective projection of your 
“ministry” through’ the 
manipulative power of the 


Pp 


George Mathew 


ethnic cleansing and racial superiority. 


Fundamentalism has a propensity to seek political power. 
Mixing with political power, fundamentalism veers around homogenisation, 


Fundamentalism of the majority breeds fundamentalism of the minority and vice versa resulting in strife 
between communities and even civil war. 


Fundamentalism thrives on intolerance, arrogance, superiority and they survive on myths, half-truths, and lies. 


modern mass media has 
encouraged all array of 
individual messianic healers 
who have started using the 
ministry to earn fame, name 
and money at the cost of 
churches which stand for 
collective prayer, responsibility 
and accountability. This raises 
another important point. You are 
able to raise a lot of funds, but 
without any accountability or 
privilege to the contributors to 
participate in how the money 
should be spent. They are kept 
under a delusion by your claims 
that all your grand schemes are 
given to you by direct revelations.” 


“You have advertised and 
have enrolled a number of young 
people by enticing parents to 
subscribe Rs. 1,000 per child. 
For this money, they are 
promised prayers which promise 
freedom from illness, an 
unhindered educational career 
and later a sure job opportunity. 
Strangely, there is no promise to 
make the young people better 
and committed Christians. This 
echoes Tetzel’s sale of 
indulgence prior to Luther’s 
protest. Our Lord said: “Freely 
you receive, freely you give”. 
But you have daringly and 
unashamedly sought to sell 
your ministry of prayer and that 
too only for worldly and material 
benefits. There are millions who 
cannot afford Rs. 1,000 even 
through small instalments. Our 
Lord said He came to announce 
Good News to the Poor. But you 
have chosen to channelise Goad’s 
mercy to the rich for a payment.” 


“The impression is given that 
people who receive Goa’s grace 
will also receive wealth and good 
health, and will be well placed in 
life, will perform well in various 
competitions in relation to the rest 
of the people, wheras those who 
are poor, sick and weak in the 
competitions are there because 
of lack of God’s grace or because 


Dr. George Mathew 
is the Chairman of 
the Institute of Social Sciences, 
New Delhi 
He is an internationally renowned 
authority on 
‘Decentralized Governance’ 


of lack of faith. In consequence 
of the pauperisation of the 
millions of people, this message 
ceases to be the good news for 


the poor.” 


“In the testimonies published 
by you, we find that success has 
been shown as indications of the 
gift and grace of God. Success of 
the powers and principalities of 
the Satanic domain like the 


liquor barons, leaders of thugs, 


middlemen, corrupt politicians 
and other rich who exploit the 
poor, is 
acknowledged as the gift of God 


labour of the 


by you and your publicity team. 


Thus the exploiters are given 
divine sanction by you, and are 
encouraged to exploit the poor 


and the oppressed.” 


“In short, your ministry 
and 


endorses corruption 
exploitation in the name of God. 


You are ready to commercialise 
God's gifts. You confer a blessing 
upon ruthless competition by 
projecting success as a sign of 
Good’s favour. This indeed is most 


appalling.” 

Another document from 
Madurai: “The Church’s Ministry 
of Healing with Special 


Reference to the Charismatic 


d 


Gift of Healing” (mimeo) has two 
significant observations: (i) Even 
if we grant that many miracles 
happen through charismatic 
healers, millions of poor people 
who are ill can go nowhere near 
the faith healer. The class 
character of those reached by 
these ministers of God is clearly 
that of the upper classes. (ii) 
Hospitals and the modern 
preventive approach to health 
may go a long way in bringing 
health for all. But there is a 
spiritual dimension. This need is 
sought to be met when people 
flock to attend faith healing 
campaigns, although it is well- 
known that sudden cures do not 
occur as often as advertised. 
Anyway, in India it is a flourishing 
enterprise. 

These two documents are 
representative of the concern of 
the mainland churches and 


concerned’ scholars’ and 
theologians to meet the 
fundamentalist challenge 


squarely in India. Several groups 
and rationalist associations 
have organised protest moves 
and counter propaganda. As a 
result of these in several cases 
these fundamentalist preachers 
had to face stiff opposition and 
faith healers were exposed for 
their gimmicks. In an incident in 
Calcutta a few months ago, 
police had to intervene when the 
situation went out of control 
where the faith healer was from 
the United States of America. 


From the developments in 
India, strangely enough 
religious fundamentalism of the 
type we witnessed recently has 
created space for the growth of 
criminalisation too. When 
everybody is on the numbers 
game with political power as the 
goal the lumpen elements, the 
unemployed and all kinds of 
people get recruited in the 
rallies, etc., to demonstrate 
their power. Anyway, the sum 


LEARNING 


is, indeed, a 
LASTING 
EARNING 


total of it had been religion 
enters politics in a big way with 
the support of unscrupulous 
elements in society. Religious 
symbols will be vote-catching 
instruments/ mechanisms in 
the days to come. 


From the above discussion 
we delineate 
a few issues: 


1. Fundamentalism has a 
propensity to seek political 
power. 

2. Mixing with political power, 
fundamentalism veers around 
homogenisation, ethnic 
cleansing and racial superiority. 


3. Fundamentalism of the 
majority breeds fundamentalism 
of the minority and vice versa 
resulting in strife between 
communities and even civil war. 


4. Fundamentalism thrives 
on intolerance, arrogance, 
superiority and they survive on 
myths, half-truths, and lies. 


5. Fundamentalism is the 
enemy of pluralism. 


6. Fundamentalism caters 
both to the rich and poor 
providing them escape routes. 


7. Fundamentalists influence 
the thought process. Modern 
media has come in handy for it. 
(One of the reasons for the rise 
of Hindu fundamentalism in 
India was the unimaginative use 
of television network. When the 
Hindu epics like Ramayan and 
Mahabharat were telecast, 
television was an exciting 
network for ordinary people. It 
may be recalled here that there 
were 210 episodes of these 
epics which ordinary people 
watched with extreme bhakti 
(devotion) after performing 
religious rituals like pooja for one 
hour Sunday after Sunday for 
about four years. What did we 
achieve? We created pseudo- 
religious ideas in the minds of 
the uncritical masses which 
could be easily exploited by the 
Hindu right wing groups). 

8. Fame and wealth and 
unaccounted source of money 
are invariably found to be 
companions/ingredients — of 
fundamentalist leadership. 


9. Fundamentalism makes 
no distinction between cultural 
aspects of life shared across 
people adhering to different 
fundamentalist leadership. 
Fundamentalism gives primacy 
to the latter. People’s culture is 
humane, refreshing, creative, 
dynamic woven around their 
day to day life struggles and 
transcends sectarian 
boundaries. Fundamentalism 
picks up culture in part uses 
what suits its immediate goals 
and destroys people’s bia 
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Negative impact of conflict 


The best way to describe the 
negative effects of violent conflict 
in the world was best articulated 
in the WCC companion for Peace 
Building in 2012 as follows: 
“There are many stories to tell— 
stories soaked with violence, the 
violation of human dignity and the 
destruction of creation. If all ears 
would hear the cries, no place 
would be truly silent. Many 
continue to reel from the impact 
of wars ...(leaving) ugly scars. 
Thousands are dead, displaced, 
homeless, refugees within their 
own homeland. Women...are 
abused, trafficked, killed; 
children are separated from their 
parents, orphaned, recruited as 
soldiers, abused. Citizens ...face 
violence by occupation, 
paramilitaries, guerrillas, 
criminal cartels, or government 
forces... Thousands of children 
die each day from inadequate 
nutrition while those in power 
continue to make economic and 
political decisions that favor a 
relative few.” This is a generic 
description of the 
consequences of violent 
conflict. There would be no 
meaningful pursuit of peace if the 
consequences of violence are 
not viewed as dehumanizing. It 
is the humanization of both the 
perpetrators and victims that can 
allow the possibilities of 
imagining an alternative future. It 
is only the humanizing process 
that will move society to a 
collective rejection of the 
displacing of millions, tearing 
apart of families, uprooting of 
entire communities. It is only 
humanization that will stop 
individuals from finding joy and 
satisfaction in selfish 
accumulation of wealth and the 
suffering of many. 


It is this first call that we 
bring as we encourage you to 
commit to the peace process— 
humanize yourselves as well as 
humanizing others. 


The WCC 
and the Just Peace agenda 


The second call we bring is 
to impress upon all of you that 
peace, justice, and unity are 
bigger than partisan political 
programs—they are gifts from 
God. Human beings are too 
selfish to truly seek peace, 
justice, and unity for their own 
sake without any strings 
attached. 


“Could Colombia’s peace process be 
an inspiration to the rest of the world?” 


There is no peace without justice (mishpat), and justice implies fair judgment and rectitude, 


which requires giving what is right and just to the afflicted, establishing and maintaining right relationships in community... 


Shalom is related to the Arabic notion of islam, which means submission of oneself to God, 
giving us the understanding that all peace is of God, 
and the wholeness of human life includes partnership with God who is just, merciful, and righteous. 


Peace is ultimately a gift from God. 


It is the manifestation of God’s righteous rule over all of creation and 
is affirmed as the reliable promise of God’s salvation, as expressed in Psalm 85. 


It is for this reason that we 
call upon all the people of 
Colombia, in their pursuit of 
peace and reconciliation, to 
elevate their vision beyond 
partisan politics. If our vision for 
peace is aligned to a partisan 
political orientation, our 
commitment to it only lasts as 
long as our favourite political 
affiliation is in charge. 


This call is informed by the 
realization that many notions of 
peace proffered in human history, 
have been sustainable. It has 
been observed that, during a 
period of 200 years between 27 
B.C.E. and 180 C.E., the 
Mediterranean enjoyed peace, 
unity, and economic prosperity it 
had never known. This has been 
called the Pax Romana or the 
peace of Rome. It is now known 
that this “peace was 
substantially maintained through 
tyranny” where “150,000 
legionaries, divided into thirty 
legions, and supported by 
150,000 auxiliaries were 
sufficient to protect an empire of 
approximately 60 million 
inhabitants.” When Jesus is 
imagined like Moses standing 
on the mountain saying, 
“blessed are the peace 
makers, for they shall be called 
the children of God,” this would 
have been heard like a 
revolutionary message. Indeed 
it was. 


The Jesus movement did not 
consider it peace when the 
majority of people were 
dispossessed of their land and 
made into day labourers. They 
did not see it as peace when the 
majority were impoverished 
through double taxation that 
threw everyone into debt except 
a few from the aristocracy who 
were connected to Rome. The 


Jesus movement did not see it 
as peace when young people 
who saw the oppressive 
presence of the Romans as 
idolatrous and imperial but their 
voices suppressed and ending 
up on the cross. Roman peace 
was not peace at all. 


The WCC has, since the turn 
of the millennium, inspired by the 
Decade to Overcome Violence, 
sought to tease out the Old 
Testament peace traditions that 
inspired the Jesus movement 
and lifted up the just peace 
agenda. 


The influence of the peace 
churches in this development is 
well documented. This vision of 
peace receives its inspiration 
from the biblical meaning of 
shalom, which points to the 
interdependent relationship 
between justice and peace. 


Shalom is usually translated 
as “completeness, soundness, 
welfare, peace,” but shalom also 
links peace with all the following 
concepts: justice (mishpat), 


rightness (tsedeq) or 
righteousness (tsedeqah), 
compassion (hesed) and 


truthfulness (emet). 


There is no peace without 
justice (mishpat), and justice 
implies fair judgment and 
rectitude, which requires giving 
what is right and just to the 
afflicted, establishing and 
maintaining right relationships in 
community... Shalomis related to 
the Arabic notion of islam, which 
means submission of oneself to 
God, giving us the understanding 
that all peace is of God, and the 
wholeness of human life 
includes partnership with God 
who is just, merciful, and 
righteous. (This kind of) Peace 
is ultimately a gift from God. It is 


the manifestation of God’s 
righteous rule over all of creation 
and is affirmed as the reliable 
promise of God’s salvation, as 
expressed in Psalm 85: “Let me 
hear what God the Lord will 
speak, for he will speak peace to 
his people, to his faithful, to those 
who turn to him in their hearts. 
Surely his salvation is at hand for 
those who fear him, that his glory 
may dwell in our land. Steadfast 
love and faithfulness will meet, 
righteousness and peace will 
kiss each other, Faithfulness will 
spring up from the ground, and 
righteousness will look down 
from the sky” (Ps. 85:8-11). 


This kind of peace is too big 
to be a monopoly of political 
parties and organizations. It is 
for this reason, we must call on 
all the people of Colombia to 
unite behind this bigger vision 
of peace with justice. 


Within the WCC and the 
broader ecumenical movement, 
this theological understanding of 
peace as connected to justice 
has also shaped the 
methodology of peace-making. It 
is an approach that emphasizes 
the importance of addressing 
root causes of conflicts and 
working towards sustainable 
and equitable solutions in 
participatory ways. In this 
understanding, peace begins by 
instilling the values and beliefs 
of non-violence, of cooperation, 
and harmony. 


This vision for peace must 
focus on individuals in their 
community. Programmatically, 
this means that “Churches 
become builders of a culture of 
peace as they engage, cooperate 
and learn from one another. 
Members, families, parishes and 
communities will be involved. 
The tasks include learning to 


a 


also focuses on the relationship between human beings and the whole creation. 


Ecumenical approach to peace 


This peace is also a call 


to care for God’s precious creation 

and to strive for ecological justice. 
It is also a call for Christians to repent 
from wasteful use of natural resources 


and be converted daily. 


Churches and their members striving for this peace 
are cautious with the earth’s resources, 


especially with water. 


Such concern for peace involves 
the protection of those populations 
most vulnerable to climate change 

and helps to secure their rights. 


~ 


prevent conflicts and transform 
them; to protect and empower 
those who are marginalized; to 
affirm the role of women in 
resolving conflict and building 
peace and include them in all 
such initiatives; to support and 
participate in nonviolent 
movements for justice and 
human rights; and to give peace 
education its rightful place in 
churches and schools. 


“A culture of peace requires 
churches and other faith and 
community groups to challenge 
violence wherever it happens: 
this concerns structural and 
habitual violence as well as the 
violence that pervades media 
entertainment, games and 
music. Cultures of peace are 
realized when all, especially 
women and children, are safe 
from sexual violence and 
protected from armed conflict, 
when deadly weapons are 
banned and removed from 
communities, and domestic 
violence is addressed and 
stopped.” 


This approach to peace also 
focuses on the relationship 
between human beings and the 
whole creation. This peace is 
also a call to care for God’s 
precious creation and to strive 
for ecological justice. It is also 
acall for Christians to repent from 
wasteful use of natural 
resources and be converted 
daily. Churches and _ their 
members striving for this peace 
are cautious with the earth’s 
resources, especially with water. 
Such concern for peace involves 
the protection of those 
populations most vulnerable to 
climate change and helps to 
secure their rights. 


This peace is also reflective 
at the level of economic 
relations or peace in the 
marketplace, which is nurtured 
by creating “economies of life” 
whose essential foundations 
are equitable socio-economic 
relationships, respect for 
workers’ rights, the just sharing 
and sustainable use of 
resources, healthy and 
affordable food for all, and broad 
participation in economic 
decision-making. e 


To be continued 
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Contemporary Global Political Economy - 2 
Every sphere of human activity 


is being subjected to global capital 


In the context of a populist 
upsurge and with a view to 
contain the new rightwing 
ideology, nations have to refine 
their democratic credentials so 
as to make the nation state 
inclusive. When the populists 
push for a withdrawal of the 
state, the essential task is to 
bring the state closer to the 
people. 


ljas Anmed has written that 
the negation of the state means 
the affirmation of the market. 
When the state withdraws from 
its role of mediating between 
different sections of people, 
there has to be a mechanism to 
do this balancing role. The 
market fills this role, but it is 
exclusive. The market excludes 
those who have no purchasing 
power, the poor, the destitute. 
They are a burden upon the state 
and they should fend for 
themselves. Subsidies have to 
be abolished, this new 
philosophy argues, since they 
are not productive. Thus, the 
state allocation for social 
expenditure is on the decline. 


When there is a drastic cut in 
the allocation for food, health and 
education and pension, naturally 
there will be popular resistance 
coupled with the struggles of the 
working class for decent and 
dignified existence. The 
Corporate led state would try to 
crush these struggles with 
militaristic means armed with the 
concept of internal militarism. 
SIPRI statistics substantiate that 
along with huge military 
weapons, nations do buy small 
firearms mainly to target its own 
population. Now the enemy is not 
on the border but within. So, the 
soldier is turning his weapon 
targeting his own brother! Ernest 


Mandel wrote that like 
agriculture, industry and 
services, military is an 
important structure’ of 


capitalistic economy. 


Migration is a phenomenon 
consequent to climate adaptation 
and a new business to block 
these migrants has taken root in 
many European countries. They 
are called Border and 
Surveillance Industry (BIS). “This 
industry is in the business of 
separating families, eroding civil 
liberties and promoting 


Varughese George 


ljas Ahmed has written that the negation of the state means the affirmation of the market. 
When the state withdraws from its role of mediating 


between different sections of people, 


there has to be a mechanism to do this balancing role. The market fills this role, but it is exclusive. 
The market excludes those who have no purchasing power, the poor, the destitute. 
They are a burden upon the state and they should fend for themselves. 
Subsidies have to be abolished, this new philosophy argues, 
since they are not productive. Thus, the state allocation for social expenditure is on the decline. 


systematic racism and 
ethnonationalism in the world. 
BSI companies provide the 


hardware, software and 
services to enable the 
containment, exclusion, 


surveillance, transportation and 
detention of migrant 
population”, wrote in their TNI 
study, Cashing In On Crisis. 


The continuing recession in 
the developed world prompted 
the corporates to search for new 
markets in the developing world 
to revive their fortunes. The 
revival of General Motors was 
done by their car sales in China. 
Now the visits of the Heads of 
States of the Developed 
Countries are accompanied not 
by foreign affairs experts, but by 
business leaders. Invitation of 
India to the last G7 Summit was 
guided not by the desire for anew 
international economic order, but 
by the urgent need for entry into 
the market of the world’s most 
populous country. 


The developing world has to 
be vigilant about the greedy 


Dr. Varughese George 
is the National General Secretary 
of Lok Tantrik Janata Dal 


invasion of corporates to their 
soil. Recently, the Shell company 
had to publicly apologize the 
African people for polluting their 
soil. And two British doctors 
complained in the Lancet Journal 
that a new medicine patented for 
cancer has no value except 
prolonging the life of the patient 
for eleven more weeks! The 
corporates are shelling out 
bribes to third world leaders to 


intrude into the markets of the 
third world. 


Sameer Amin, the eminent 
economist from the third world 
has suggested an alternative 
strategy for the third world for its 
own unique development. He 
uses the term ‘delinking’ to 
suggest that the Asian African 
and Latin American should come 
out of the US-Euro Centric World 
System. Instead, the third world 
countries among themselves 
should involve in strong trade 
relations. Nations in the South 
should exchange their huge 
resources to other South 
Countries. Thus, withdrawing 
resources from world market 
and redeploying it in third world 
market with regulated prices, a 
new solidarity among the nations 
of the South can be formed. 
Instead of a Unipolar World, a 
World with Multipolar Centres 
can be formed. 


Sameer Amin defines five 
features of contemporary 
Global Capitalism. These are 
monopoly of technology, 


cr 


Sameer Amin, the eminent economist from the third world 
has suggested an alternative strategy for the third world 
for its own unique development. 
He uses the term ‘delinking’ to suggest 
that the Asian African and Latin American should come out 
of the US-Euro Centric World System. 
Instead, the third world countries among themselves should involve 


in strong trade relations. 


Nations in the South should exchange their huge resources 


to other South Countries. 


Thus, withdrawing resources from world market and 
redeploying it in third world market with regulated prices, 
a new solidarity among the nations of the South can be formed. 


Instead of a Unipolar World, 


a World with Multipolar Centres can be formed. 
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FICTIONS 
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creating 
FRICTIONS 


appropriation of natural 
resources, finance capital, 
global media and military 
strength. Focusing on all these 
aspects struggles should be 
planned by linking the 
progressive movements of the 
first world and anti imperialist 
movements of the third world. 
Such a linkage is necessary 
since the corporates of the first 
world and the corporates of the 
third world has strong linkages. 


An example of _ the 
international linkage of the 
struggling people can be cited 
from Jadaguda in India where the 
mining of uranium was being 
done in the tribal areas. The 
tribals were not in the know of 
the dangers of nuclear radiation 
associated with this industry, but 
a grass-root movement against 
uranium mining was formed 
there and it was linked with other 
movements against nuclear 
energy. Xavier Dias had written 
about it extensively in the book, 
Caterpillar and the Mahua 
Flower. The activists of the micro- 
level movement appeared for 
public hearing and many 
activists known at the 
international level, in turn visited 
Jadaguda so that the problem 
was brought to international 
attention. 


Many shareholders of 
corporates are not happy with the 
ruthless nature of their business. 
To pacify them the Corporates 
over a decade have begun the 
concept of Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR). What is 
often found is that these 
corporates themselves start 
charity organisations so that the 
funds may circulate within the 
organization. 


Thus, the current global 
political economy is controlled 
by global capital. As Paul 
Sweezy wrote, globalization 
gave it a new stage, which he 
called the ‘expansive process 
of capital accumulation’. Every 
sphere of human activity is 
being subjected to global 
capital. Consequently inequality 
is increasing, inequality 
between nations and among 
nations. e 


To be continued 
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Church's Role in Nation Building: 


Some Basic Issues 


Exodus 23:1-9 
Luke 6:20-26 
Nation building is 
acontinuous process 
Nation building 
will not be successful 
without religious 
and ethical back up 


Nation: 


The word nation means 
coming into being. It is derived 
from the Latin word “natio” 
which means come into being. 
It includes people, tribe, kin, 
genus, class, flock etc. It is ba- 
sically a social and cultural en- 
tity. 

1. Nation is acolloquium 
of communities: 


The US President George 
W. Bush stated: “We are a na- 
tion of communities”. There are 
diverse communities with their 
different sense of perception and 
system of self-regulation, who 
decide to stick together into acol- 
loquium. It is an existence of to- 
getherness. In the nation, there 
is a spirit of solidarity among citi- 
zens. The nation is strong when 
people are united. 


2. The Indian scenario: 


As far as India is concerned, 
as a nation, the recent issues 
are not encouraging. There is a 
blatant sign of disorientation, dis- 
integration and discrimination. It 
is detrimental to the future of the 
country. A certain region, reli- 
gion, caste, ideology or lan- 
guage seems to take the up- 
per hand. The idea as Indian citi- 
zens is systematically sup- 
pressed. 


3. Religion and nation building: 


Religion has_ individual 
and social aspects. Those who 
are religiously tuned, have to en- 
gage themselves in interacting 
with all communities in the coun- 
try. There is, now, political ma- 
nipulation of religion which is 
highly divisive and shattering the 
country by imposing a mono-cul- 
tural and distorted idea of nation, 
and marginalising the other 


Citizens of the great democracy, INDIA: 


great and small, rich and poor, intelligent and illiterate, 


all are afraid that our democracy is at stake. 


Individual freedom of speech, freedom of the press, are curtailed. 
The present happenings in Manipur, torturing of the Christians, 
burning of Christian churches and institutions, are examples of the violation of religious freedom. 
India is a subcontinent with a variety of languages, 


It is a land of unity in diversity. 


“Parliament of religions”, with versatile culture. 


All the political parties must join together with one accord 
for the unity of the country and the preservation of the Constitution. 


communities by exploiting reli- 
gious categories. The idea of 
‘Hindutua’ agenda is very dan- 
gerous. It will disintegrate the 
unity of the country and is a 
threat to the Constitution of 
India. 


4. Nation-Building 
and Christianity: 


The Christian concept of a 
nation is fundamentally inclusive 
and wide ranging. Nations can- 
not be understood as just self- 
contained entities or separate 
Islands. Nations have to be _ in- 
terconnected and networked as 
a global reality. The sovereignty, 
integrity, unity and solidarity of the 
Nations cannot be violated in any 
manner at all. Christian value is 
commitment to the weaker sec- 
tions of the society. Christian 
community in India is a peaceful 
group. There is a Global Peace 
Index (GPI). Christian community 
has championed the modern 
education system. Ithas opened 
up educational opportunities for 
all the sections of the commu- 
nity. The Christians also started 
the health-care system and mis- 
sion hospitals in various parts of 
the country. The Christian com- 
munity led to pave the way for 


The Rev. Dr. K. V. Simon is 
a senior pastor of 
the Mar Thoma Syrian Church 


social transformation. 
5. Indian Constitution: 


In the preamble of the Indian 
Constitution it is described, In- 
dia is a Sovereign, Socialist, 
Secular, Democratic, Republic. 
It provides for all citizens: 
Justice: social, economic, and 
political. Liberty: of thought, ex- 
pression, belief, faith, and wor- 
ship. Equality: of status and op- 
portunity. And promotes among 
them all Fraternity: assuring the 
dignity of individuals, and unity 


and integrity of the nation. 


6. Indian democracy 
at stake: 


Citizens of the great democ- 
racy, INDIA: great and small, rich 
and poor, intelligent and illiterate, 
all are afraid that our democracy 
is at stake. Individual freedom of 
speech, freedom of the press, 
are curtailed. The present hap- 
penings in Manipur, torturing of 
the Christians, burning of Chris- 
tian churches and institutions, 
are examples of the violation of 
religious freedom. India is a sub- 
continent with a variety of lan- 
guages, “Parliament — of 
religions”, with versatile culture. 
It is a land of unity in diversity. All 
the political parties must join to- 
gether with one accord for the 
unity of the country and the pres- 
ervation of the Constitution. 


7. Role of the church 

is 

to proclaim God’s justice: 

Church’s role is to proclaim 

justice to the unjust, and make 
awareness among the cruel and 
brutal rulers. God sent Moses 
and Aaron to Pharaoh who tor- 
tured the Israelites in order to tell 
him to give deliverence to God’s 
people and establish justice. 


Church’s role is to proclaim justice to the unjust, 
and make awareness among the cruel and brutal rulers. 
God sent Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh who tortured the Israelites in order to tell him 
to give deliverence to God’s people and establish justice. God says: “God presides in the great assembly.” 
He gives the judgement among the gods. “How long will you defend the unjust and show partiality 
to the wicked? Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed. 
Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked. (Psalm 82: 1-4). 
Church is always a correcting rod against the evil doers. 
We are Christ’s agents for justice, peace and righteousness. 
Church also has a role to pray for the rulers- pray honestly, fervently, and ceaselessly. 
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communication for all 


God says: “God presides in the 
great assembly.” He gives the 
judgement among the gods. 
“How long will you defend the 
unjust and show partiality to the 
wicked? Defend the weak and 
the fatherless; uphold the cause 
of the poor and the oppressed. 
Rescue the weak and the needy; 
deliver them from the hand of the 
wicked. (Psalm 82: 1-4). Church 
is always a correcting rod 
against the evil doers. We are 
Christ’s agents for justice, peace 
and righteousness. Church also 
has a role to pray for the rulers- 
pray honestly, fervently, and 
ceaselessly. 


When Peter was imprisoned, 
and King Herod was planning to 
execute him, the Church was 
praying fervently in the house of 
Mary, the mother of John Marcus. 
There was an instant and 
miraculosis deliverance of Peter 
from the prison. In our Tubden 
prayer, we pray for all those who 
exercise authority in the state, the 
president, the ministers and all 
those who hold offices in the 
state. Even in the midst of perse- 
cution, our Church fathers prayed 
for the rulers to change their 
mind. In the present state of the 
Indian Union, we need unity, 
integrity, liberty and equality. We 
must work for them. Christians 
must be catalystic agents for the 
preservation of unity and for up- 
holding the values of the Consti- 
tution. Christians are always an 
alternate community in the midst 
of political, social, economic in- 
justice. We must dream of a State 
which embraces all people with 
compassion and understand the 
pains and sufferings of human- 
ity and protect and console the 
weaker sections. We must 
dream of a state that stands for 
unity and integrity. We must 
dream of a state with justice, 
peace and righteousness. 


Let us hope and pray for a 
drastic change in the present 
tragic situation. In the history of 
the Church, God always inter- 
venes when his people are suf- 
fering. And he will establish jus- 
tice and peace 


May God bless us 


A Digital Rights & Digital Justice 
Advocacy and Action Agenda Towards WSIS+20 


>>> Conid. from Page 2 Col. 3 


4. The public, marginalized 
communities, unrepresented and 
disadvantaged groups experiencing 
digital injustice 

5. Global big tech companies and the 
private sector 


6. Telecom and Internet Service 
Providers. 


C. We want the process towards 
the digital transformation to: 

1. Be issue based 

2. Be collaborative across stakeholder 
groups 

3. Involve all stakeholders in policy 
enactment and policy reform 

4. Adopt proactive rather than reactive 
approaches to governance, anticipatory 
rather than lagging behind technological 


evolution 
5. Be consultative, using online and 
offline methods with impacted 


communities 


6. Leverage on a variety of methods 
including scenario simulations, surveys, 
education and awareness campaigns 

7. Promote State ratification and 
implementation of policies that are at 
present voluntary rather than binding 


8. Public-private partnership in 
realizing a reliable connectivity and digital 
infrastructure 

9. Training and sensitization of digital 
rights, laws, and policies to the law 


enforcement agencies . 


To be continued 
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“When they had finished breakfast, 

Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; 
you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my 
lambs.” .....++++ He said to him the third time “Simon, son 


of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because 
he said to him the third time,” Do you love me?” 
(This he said to show by what death he was to glorify 


God. ) And after this he said to him, “Follow me. 
John 21: 15-19. 


m993 


The last chapter of the 
Gospel According to John, 
which, the Biblical scholars say, 
is a postscript, reveals some 
amazingly significant aspects 
of the way of the Risen Lord. In 
a message that should not go 
unnoticed by the true disciples 
of all times, the Risen Lord went 
after those seven disciples who 
all had left the great mission of 
‘catching men’ (fishing of men), 
and gone for fishing (fishing of 
fish). Most importantly, the 
Risen Master went after the 
disciple who rejected the 
discipleship most, and 
confronted him. 


Job 1:13-22 


“In spite of everything that 
had happened, Job did not sin 
by blaming God.” (v. 22) 


“God, | have praised you a 
thousand times for the roses 
you have given me. But | have 
never praised you for the thorns 
you have allowed in my life”. 
This is a prayer of repentance 
made by George Mattison, the 
renowned Scottish evangelist 
who sincerely served God, 
though he was blind throughout 
his life! We thank and praise 
God for the roses: the 
blessings God has given us in 
our lives. But have we ever 
thanked God for the thorns He 
has given in our lives? Have we 
ever praised Him for our 
thorns? 

In the Scripture portion we 
are meditating upon, the author 
introduces to us Job who had 


The Risen Lord 
serves food! 


One very significant thing that 
is not, usually, noted well is that 
the Risen Master met the 
disciples with the question, 
“Children have ye any meat”. 
They answered him, “No”.” John 
21:5. (KJV). Then respecting his 
suggestion, the disciples cast 
their net, and they had a huge 
catch. By then, the Risen Lord 
had prepared food for the totally 
exhausted disciples and he 
personally gave it to them. “ 
Jesus said to them, “ Come and 
eat”, None of the disciples dared 


Do we also ‘go for fishing’? 


to ask him, “ Who are you?” 
because they knew that it was the 
Lord. So Jesus went over, and 
took the bread, and gave it to 
them: he did the same with the 
fish.” John 21: 12,13 ( TEV ). If 
we do not think that Lord was 
playing tricks, that incident 
reveals that even after the 
resurrection, Jesus was 
concerned with the hunger and 
genuine physical needs of the 
people. 

The Risen Lord 

is concerned with 

the hunger of the people 


Of course, during his public 
ministry, we see that he was 
concerned with the hunger of the 
human beings. Before feeding 
the five thousand Jesus had told 
his disciples, “You give them 
something to eat.” When the 
disciples showed no interest in 
exploring all the possibilities for 
giving food to those hungry 
people, and they expressed their 
inability, Jesus was very 
particular that those people 
should not be sent away hungry. 
So he himself took up the burden 
through a miraculous act. Now, 
in an eloquent act, the Risen 
Lord himself also, fed his hungry 
disciples. 

An Inescapable 
responsibility 

The Risen Lord’s concern in 
the matter of the hunger of the 
people gives an inescapable call 
and responsibility to all the 
disciples and followers of his, 


and the churches’ and 
fellowships of all times to be 
concerned about the hunger and 
act responsibly in the context of 
the human hunger and 
sufferings. The believers and the 
churches cannot shut their eyes 
before human physical miseries. 


| do not know the man! 


After the disciples finished 
their breakfast, the Risen Lord 
asked Simon Peter, “Simon, son 
of John, do you love me more 
than these?” It was Simon who 
first declared his intention to go 
back for fishing, and also, led the 
others to the boat! And who had 
openly denied that he was with 
Jesus! “And a maid came up to 
him, and said,” You also were 
with Jesus, the Galilean.” But he 
denied it before them all, saying, 
“| do not know, what you mean.”. 
....And again he denied it with an 
oath. “Il do not know the man.” 
“Matt. 26: 70-72. These were the 
words from the man who had 
been selected ‘to be with 
him’(Mark 3:14)! 

Peter would have stayed on 
with him! 


Now, Jesus asked Peter, 
straight at his face, “ ....do you 
love me more than these?....” It 
was not a simple, plain 
question. We are called to 
grasp the central aspect of that 
question. A profound reflection 
on the question is needed. 

Jesus knew well that his 
beloved disciple Peter would 
have loved him and stayed on 


LAMP UNTO THE FEET, LIGHT UNTO THE PATH 


Praise For The Thorns 


gone through untold miseries, 
but did not lose his composure 
nor blame God, but faced them 
all with equanimity! In a rose 
plant the flowers bloom at the 
end of the thorns. There is no 
rose without thorns! 

It is at the close of the Book, 


about the 
from his 


Job witnesses 

benefits he got 
sufferings. He says: “In the past | 
knew only what others had told 


BATTING 
TILL 
the very end 
becomes a 
BATTLE 
for a bowler 


me, but now | have seen you 
(God) with my own eyes” (42:5). 
It may not be wrong to call Job 
“A person who achieved self- 
realization through suffering! 
“God doesn't allow us to be 
tested beyond what we can 
endure, and He allows the 
resolves along with the trials” 
(1 Cor.10:13). The thorns He 
allows are the means of 
blessings He prepares for us! 


with him, had he not embraced 
the Cross. And, even if he had 
allowed himself to be killed on 
the cross, when he conquered 
death, had he stayed back in 
Jerusalem, and had got on to 
the throne, and had adequately 
dealt with those who killed him, 
Peter would have continued to 
love Jesus, and to stay on with 
him. But totally opposed to the 
wish of Peter, Jesus rose up 
untrumpeted. 


He did not stay on in 
Jerusalem to confront those who 
crucified him. Instead, he went 
to Galilee, as an unidentified 
person. And as a hungry man 
too. It should be remembered that 
Peter was interested in making 
tents on the Mount of 
Transfiguration and staying on 
with him! So it is clear that had 
Jesus appeared in glory and 
power, Peter would have stayed 
on with him! 


Now, the Risen master 
wanted to know whether Peter 
was willing to be with the one 
who, even after conquering 
death, was on the way of the 
Cross, was walking as an 
ordinary man, suffering and 
facing hunger !! e 


To be continued 


In the next issue 


Why that question 
to Peter? 


Prof. A. V. Itty, former Professor of 
English at Bishop Moore College, 
Mavelikara, is, now, engaged in 
the Evangelical, and Educational 
Ministry undertaken by ADORE 
in the Rayagada Dist. of Odisha. 
94950 17850 (Mob) 


There are many similar 
experiences in my humble life, 
where God has allowed them 
and I praise God for them! May 
my revered readers also be 
able to say so. May God help. e 


Food For Thought: 


There is no crown 
without Cross: 
It is not only a faith truth, 
but a historical truth 
as well! 
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Christian Conference of Asia 


Dr. Preman Niles passes away 


A renowned Asian ecumeni- 
cal theologian and former 
Associate General Secretary of 
the Christian Conference of 
Asia (CCA), Dr Preman Niles, 
passed away in London, UK, on 
4 August 2023. He was 87 years 
old. 


Dr Preman Niles joined the 
staff of the CCA in 1978 as the 
Executive Secretary for Theologi- 
. cal Concerns. Subsequently, he 

\ was appointed as its Associate 
General Secretary in 1983. He continued in this position until he was 
appointed as the Director of the Programme on Justice, Peace, and 
the Integrity of Creation of the World Council of Churches (WCC) in 
Geneva in 1986. 


The General Secretary of the CCA, Dr. Mathews George 
Chunakara, expressed deep condolences on the demise of 
Dr. Preman Niles and stated that he was the first executive secretary 
recruited by the CCA to head the newly created commission which 
sought to address emerging theological concerns in Asia. His vision 
to introduce innovative programmes on Theology in the Asian con- 
text, helped the CCA to articulate an authentic Asian Christian theol- 
ogy beyond the traditional concept of colonial missionary theological 
thinking. The theological journal of the Commission on Theological 
Concerns of the CCA, the CTC Bulletin, that he had initiated, was a 
popular platform for dialogue among Asian theologians and re- 
searchers for a long time. 


“Preman Niles was a proponent for a new theological and 
missiological approach in understanding mission as an engage- 
ment with Asian plurality, and saw to it that the theology that ensued 
would not be an intra-ecclesial enterprise, but would be open to 
facilitate broader conversations that could invite the participation of 
others”, added Dr. Mathews George Chunakara. 


A native of Sri Lanka, Preman Niles completed his theological 
education at Oxford University and the Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary. Before being appointed to the CCA, he was Senior Lecturer and 
Academic Dean at the Theological College of Lanka. He was the 
General Secretary of the Council for World Mission, the successor 
mission body of the London Missionary Society (LMS), from 1991 to 
2002. 


Preman Niles was born in 1936 as the eldest son of Rev. Dr. D.T. 
Niles, the first General Secretary of the CCA (1957-1968). D.T. Niles, 
who died in 1970, was one of the world’s leading authorities on 
ecumenism and evangelism until his death. Dr. Preman Niles is 
survived by three children: Damayanthi, Radhika, and Dharman. 

- CCA News 


The Union Govt. Introduced a Bill to Remove the Chief Justice 
of India From the Panel to Select Election Commissioners 
— News 


Learning is a treasure 


that will follow its owner 
EVERYWHERE 


—A Chinese Proverb 


Lutheran World Federation (LWF) 


Chad receives 2,000 new Sudanese 


refugees every day 


p> 


“Around 2000 refugees arrive every day”, says Clovis Mwambutsa, LWF Regional Program Coordinator 
for Central Africa. “There are more and more injured people coming, who just escaped death. 


Some have traveled more than 400 kilometers , from the Darfur region. 
The situation is terrible, and there is no end in sight.” 


The United Nations estimate that 2.7 million people have been forcibly displaced, 
and 200,000 have fled to Chad, many of them women and children. 
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LWF talks with women on water related diseases in Ambilia Site. Photo: LWF/ F. Djamal 


LWF in Chad continues to 
provide humanitarian aid to 
refugees fleeing from the 
violence in Sudan. Since the 
beginning of the Sudanese 
conflict in April 2023, between 
5,000 and 8,000 people have 
been killed. The newly arriving 
refugees report killings and 
violence in Western Darfur. 


“Around 2000 refugees arrive 
every day, says Clovis 
Mwambutsa, LWF Regional 
Program Coordinator for Central 
Africa. “There are more and more 
injured people coming, who just 
escaped death. Some have 
traveled more than 400 
kilometers, from the Darfur 
region. The situation is terrible, 
and there is no end in sight.” 


The United Nations estimate 
that 2.7 million people have been 
forcibly displaced, and 200,000 
have fled to Chad, many of them 
women and children. In a 
statement on 15 August 2023, 
the principals of the Inter-Agency 
Standing Committee (IASC) 
asked in strong words to end the 
“tragedy” in Sudan: “People have 
witnessed their loved ones 
gunned down. Women and girls 
have been sexually assaulted. 
Families have seen their 
possessions looted and their 
homes burnt to the ground. 
People are dying because they 
cannot access health care 
services and medicine. And now, 
because of the war, Sudan’s 
children are wasting away for 


lack of food and nutrition,” the 
statement reads. 


The refugees whom LWF 
receives have experienced 
terrible things. “I left my village 
leaving behind everything | had. 
Many people from my village 
were killed including the 
members of my family. On the way 
to the border to reach Chad, 
people stole everything we had 
in our hands. Many women were 
harassed,” Fatiya Hassan 
Haroun from Sudan recounts. 
“Here, access to water is difficult. 
There is always a long queue. 
We spend 3-4 hours queuing for 
water.” 


Given the prevailing instability 
and the persistence of 
intercommunity clashes in 
Sudan, a total of 300,000 
refugees are now expected to 
arrive in Chad by the end of 2023 
according to projections by the 
United Nations refugee agency 
UNHCR. 


Response underfunded 


LWF is working in two 
provinces: Ouaddai and Sila. As 
the number of refugees and 
needs are higher in Ouaddai 
province, LWF has concentrated 
its relief work there, focusing 
especially on water and 
sanitation supported by hygiene 
campaigns and households’ 
essential items distributions. 

“We have drilled boreholes to 
provide 2,000 persons with 
drinking water, distributed relief 


@ “I left my village leaving ) 


behind everything I had. 
Many people from my 
village were killed including 
the members of my family. 
On the way to the border to 
Chad, people stole 
everything we had in our 
hands. Many women were 
harassed.” 
said Fatiya Hassan HAROUN, 
refugee from Sudan. 


goods and constructed 300 
toilets”, says Mwambutsa. 
Together with the United Nations 
World Food Program, LWF is now 
starting to distribute food in the 
Sila province and planning 
shelter in designated permanent 
refugee sites together with 
UNHCR. “Our initial response 
was targeting 20,000 persons, 
but we have revised it to serve 
twice as many people”, 
Mwambutsa said. 


— LWF News 
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